
Help Prevent Acts of Violence by Fostering Safe and Secure Digital Ecosystems for Students 
 

The Department of Homeland Security’s Office of Intelligence and Analysis and the Center for Prevention        
Programs and Partnerships believe that the threat of targeted violence in schools will remain as more children 
return to school full-time. Recently, the Surgeon General warned of an increasing youth mental health crisis, as 
educators, teachers, students, and schools work to mitigate the impacts of prolonged social isolation, loss of    
social connection, financial hardships, and other potential risk factors that may make an individual more           
susceptible to radicalization to violence.  

Individuals who engage in targeted violence can be affected by a range of online elements and in some cases, 
online activity can lead to physical violence. Current harms in the digital space, including risks to privacy, security, 
cyberbullying, and hate speech, cannot be overlooked. 

Schools, educators, and parents can help build resilience against online hate and violence, as well as foster digital 
ecosystems that are safe and secure for students. Through promoting online safety practices, improving digital 
literacy and critical thinking skills, and enhancing cybersecurity and technology systems, the kindergarten through 
grade 12 (K-12) community can help reduce certain risk factors among youth. 

SchoolSafety.gov offers a variety of resources, programs, and tools that school communities can use to bolster 
and enhance student online safety, including: 

Bug Bytes: This graphic novel communicates the dangers and risks associated with threat actors using social     
media and other communication platforms to spread mis-, dis-, and malinformation (MDM).  

Cyber Safety Considerations for K-12 Schools and School Districts: This fact sheet includes information on the 
most common online threats students face, including cyberbullying, and describes how school and district        
administrators can prepare for and respond to online threats. 

Cyber Safety Video Series: This series of videos and accompanying fact sheets highlights common potential 
threats students and K-12 schools are likely to face online, as well as proactive steps individuals and institutions 
can take to stay safe online. 

Electronic Media and Youth Violence: A CDC Issue Brief for Educators and Caregivers: This report educates the 
general public on the phenomena of electronic aggression, which is defined as any kind of aggression perpetrated 
through technology, and its role in public health, including among the school community. 

Preventing Violent Extremism in Schools: This guide serves to educate school personnel about at-risk behaviors 
and activities that assist students with reducing social and psychological commitment to violence as a method of 
resolving a grievance. 

StopBullying.gov: This website contains resources for youth, parents, schools, and others to better understand 
bullying and cyberbullying, including the warning signs, those particularly at risk, and prevention tips. 

Technology and Youth: Protecting your Child from Electronic Aggression: This tip sheet provides a general     

overview on what comprises electronic aggression, and what parents and caregivers can do to address and help 

prevent it. 

Hale County Schools Celebrated The Whole Child Month in January 

 

Congratulations to Moundville Elementary School 

Spelling Bee Participants  

Greensboro Middle School Spelling Bee Champion - 
Derionna Collins  receives an award from Mr. Michael 
Ryans, Superintendent of Hale County Schools. 

This is a Peer Helper from Greensboro 

High School.  They prepared emergency 

treat bags for the students.   

Moundville Elem. School students 

enjoyed The Science Machine! The 

students gained a vast amount of 

knowledge  about various science 

experiments.  

Students celebrate 100 days 
of school with 100 snacks 

Sumter County Schools have several measures in place to keep their students safe during the pandemic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) School Safety Task Force released the K-12 
School Security Guide Suite, a set of products designed to inform safety and physical security planning for the 
range of kindergarten through grade 12 (K-12) schools across the United States. 

Developed in partnership with the RAND Corporation, the K-12 School Security Guide Suite is comprised of the 
CISA K-12 School Security Guide (3rd Edition) and accompanying School Security Assessment Tool (SSAT). The 
Guide and SSAT provide a comprehensive doctrine and methodology to assist schools in conducting more robust 
vulnerability assessments and implementing layered physical security elements across K–12 districts and        
campuses. Both products are available on CISA.gov and are designed to support school communities in     
strengthening their protection and mitigation capabilities against the range of targeted violence and crime-related 
threats they might face. 

Specifically, the K-12 School Security Guide Suite includes: 

• CISA K-12 School Security Guide, 3
rd

 Ed. – The 3
rd

 Edition of the K-12 School Security Guide is designed to 
help education agencies across the United States adopt a systems-based approach to the planning and            
implementation of layered physical security in schools. Additionally, the Guide demonstrates how taking a         
systems-based approach to layered physical security can help schools create safe and secure learning             
environments without asking staff members to become security experts. 

• CISA School Security Assessment Tool (SSAT) – The K-12 School Security Assessment Tool (SSAT) was 
developed to help schools create safe and secure learning environments. The SSAT incorporates school context 
and applies the systems-based approach described in the 3rd edition of CISA’s K-12 School Security Guide, to 
improve a school’s physical security. The SSAT and 3

rd
 Edition of the Guide build on the prior second editions of 

both documents. 

• CISA School Security Assessment Tool (SSAT) User Guide – The User Guide is intended to help users of 
the K-12 School Security Assessment Tool (SSAT) understand the purpose of the tool, how to use the tool, and 
how to interpret assessment results. It serves as a 101-introduction to the SSAT. 

• CISA School Security Assessment Tool (SSAT) Technical Appendix – The Technical Appendix is         
intended to provide users of the K-12 School Security Assessment Tool (SSAT) with a detailed understanding of 
the  creation, operation, and functionality of the SSAT. 

The release of the K-12 School Security Guide Suite marks an important milestone in CISA’s continued efforts to 
advance safe, secure, and resilient schools, and to keep our Nation’s students safe. We hope you find these   
products useful, actionable, and valuable in supporting your school safety efforts, while at the same time           
preserving the broader educational mission of your institutions. 

To access the Guide and SSAT, please visit https://www.cisa.gov/k-12-school-security-guide. 

 

Spotlight on Mental Wellness and Social Emotional Learning:  

Lesson on Mental Health Education and Acts of Kindness 

The Mental Health Service Coordinators are 

hard at work in helping reduce the stigma of 

mental health and helping students develop 

positive social emotional skills. Marlo Young, 

Mental Health Services Coordinator of       

Escambia County spoke members of the 

Gamma Omega Chapter of Delta Kappa   

Gama on February 10, 2022. Ms. Young    

discussed how having “boots on the ground” 

in the form of a school-based social workers 

help in creating a safe and supportive   

learning  environment for students. Click 

here for the full article. 

  

Kindness is defined as “being a       

quality of   being friendly, generous, 

and considerate.’  Kennington Smith 

and Kim Wilhelm, Mental Health     

Services Coordinators of Scottsboro 

City and Rachel Cook, School Social 

Worker, made kindness the focus       

for the month of February with 

“Random  Acts of Kindness Day” for 

the Children of Scottsboro City. They 

team visited schools and read books to 

students about what it meant to “be 

kind.” Click here to visit their social  

media page on Facebook. 

Inquiry Form 

REPEAT 

 

 

 The Spring School Safety Virtual Trainings have been created to support the work of District Safety 

Coordinators and building-level safety teams. See the training dates: 

 

March 2 

Mental Health Strategies and Re-entry 

911– Communications 

Social Media Updates 

 

April 27  Registration ends April 25, 2022) 

SIR 

Trauma 

School Parades : Planning and Execution 

nSide Monitoring 

Year Close Out– Lesson Learned 

  

 

 

REPEAT 

As you prepare for the end of the 2021-2022 school year, we want to remind you of the Cohort, Dropout, and College and 

Career Readiness requirements and coding data in the PowerSchool system.  The link provides the definitions and PS coding 

steps for many of your questions. Your contacts for this Cohort, Dropout, and College and Career Readiness document are 

Ms. Ayanna Long, Mrs. Shenitra Dees, and/or Dr. Marilyn Lewis. 

Click Here to Access the PowerPoint  

This is a fun, flexible, turn-key curriculum for elementary youth in 3rd and 4th grade that  
introduces the Gizmo’s Pawesome Guide to Mental Health  (Guide) using an animated Power 
Point of the Guide, implementer discussion guide, and required and optional activities for youth. It 
may be implemented in various settings, such as public/ private/ parochial/ therapeutic schools, 
treatment locations, camps, and before or after school programs. 
 
The curriculum strives to help youth, their trusted adults, and the settings in which they live  
support their mental health and social emotional learning, and create a greater sense of individual 
and community connectedness thereby strengthening their mental wellness and reducing their 
risk of many negative health outcomes, but most importantly poor mental health and suicide. 

 

School Social Work Week - 

March 6-12, 2022 
 
The School Social Work Association of America is proud to 
promote National School Social Work Week, held the first 
full calendar week of March (Sunday - Saturday).  SSWAA 
collects and shares resources to help you celebrate and   
promote School Social Work Week. We hope you will make 
some great plans to celebrate as well as receive much-
deserved recognition for the vital role that you provide to 
students, administrators, teachers, educators,  parents, and 
the community! 
 
The theme for National School Social Work Week 2022 is 
“Time to Shine.” SSWAA believes that School Social Workers 
shine brightly for their students, families, and school      
communities.  Shining hope. Shining  understanding. Shining  
respect. 
  
We hope that you will find these resources useful.  Please 
feel free to use them all or pick and choose what is          
beneficial to you and your district.  We invite you to follow 
us on social media and share throughout the week as 
well.  We hope you have a successful School Social Work 
Week 2022!  #TimetoShine #SSWWeek2022 
  
Enjoy and hope you have a Happy School Social Work 
Week!!! 
 Learn More 

Prevention and Support Services 

334.694.4717 

           

Dr. Erica Butler        Mrs. Shenitra Dees 

erica.butler@alsde.edu       Shenitra.Dees@alsde.edu 

 

Mrs. Shaundalyn Elliott Johnson     Dr. Marilyn Lewis 

selliott@alsde.edu       mlewis@alsde.edu  

     

Ms. Ayanna Long        Ms. LaBrenda Marshall 

along@alsde.edu       lmarshall@alsde.edu 

       

Mr. Terry Roller       Ms.  Jennifer Ventress 

troller@alsde.edu       jventress@alsde.edu  

            

Dr. Kay Atchison Warfield  

kaw@alsde.edu   

Blount County lead nurse Barbara Robertson and the school nurses received support from Mr. Green, 

Superintendent. He gave an office that once was the assistant principal’s office with six in-school        

suspension rooms to the nurses at Cleveland middle and high school. The rooms were converted to   

isolation rooms to keep students and staff safe. Also, other schools in the district had similar rooms built 

using ESSER funds. A big thank you to Blount County’s  superintendent and the nursing staff for your 

hard work during this pandemic.  

Blount County Isolation Rooms 

REPEAT 

MARCH IS: 

Women’s History Month: It is a celebration of women’s contributions to history, culture 

and society.   Learn More: 

 

 

 

 

National Nutrition Month:  It is a celebration of flavors from cultures around the world 

and a tasty way to nourish ourselves and appreciate diversity.  View More: 

 

 

 

 

National Drug and Alcohol Facts Week: Help the National Institute on Drug Abuse share 

facts about drugs, alcohol and addiction in the community the week of  March 21-27. 

 More Information:  

Learn More: 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDguNTMwNzg1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5kaHMuZ292L3B1YmxpY2F0aW9uL21pdGlnYXRpbmctdGhyZWF0LXNjaG9vbC12aW9sZW5jZS11cy1yZXR1cm5zLW5vcm1h
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDguNTMwNzg1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5oaHMuZ292L2Fib3V0L25ld3MvMjAyMS8xMi8wNy91cy1zdXJnZW9uLWdlbmVyYWwtaXNzdWVzLWFkdmlzb3J5LW9uLXlv
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDguNTMwNzg1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zY2hvb2xzYWZldHkuZ292LyJ9.vC6haMG3MY3DncFBGA2JW-2-MH9gz1qtVpSFhgUJAoQ/s/595514310/br/12629891
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDguNTMwNzg1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jaXNhLmdvdi9wdWJsaWNhdGlvbi9yZXNpbGllbmNlLXNlcmllcy1idWctYnl0ZXMifQ.C8BKiQEwM3TJorVCQvljRb3iL
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDguNTMwNzg1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jaXNhLmdvdi9tZG0ifQ.dqGCJtv9uzeWi4c6Z4g6NV6umXyJ-yAK3HeiV0VzWpM/s/595514310/br/126298910842-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDguNTMwNzg1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3JlbXMuZWQuZ292L2RvY3MvQ3liZXJfU2FmZXR5X0stMTJfRmFjdF9TaGVldF81MDhDLlBERiJ9.mF6DJH_e-_Wz5ffSOs8wCeI
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDguNTMwNzg1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2N5YmVyLm9yZy9jeWJlcnNhZmV0eSJ9.qM1uzwylkBzrAWjpzqP-sIXvF-8-MiiPl2WCHm1erz0/s/595514310/br/12629891
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDguNTMwNzg1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L3Zpb2xlbmNlcHJldmVudGlvbi9wZGYvZWxlY3Ryb25pY19hZ2dyZXNzaW9uX3Jlc2VhcmNoZXJfYnJpZWYt
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDguNTMwNzg1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2luZm8ucHVibGljaW50ZWxsaWdlbmNlLm5ldC9GQkktUHJldmVudGluZ0V4dHJlbWlzbVNjaG9vbHMucGRmIn0.6f1Kxv-oTEeL
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDguNTMwNzg1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5zdG9wYnVsbHlpbmcuZ292LyJ9.bIa2tz49nnQbVrfj-2D9ra_PH2oO8fFzbcti-EAdUJw/s/595514310/br/12629891
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMDguNTMwNzg1MDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jZGMuZ292L3Zpb2xlbmNlcHJldmVudGlvbi9wZGYvRUEtVGlwU2hlZXQtYS5wZGYifQ.f_IbIMSnfzT7FipnN5-JsKyvO
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMTcuNTM1ODgxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jaXNhLmdvdi9rLTEyLXNjaG9vbC1zZWN1cml0eS1ndWlkZSJ9.tj5ZSPD1QvMELVypAN5qmXFowaaww_OSz8QpRYR0Bfw
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMTcuNTM1ODgxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jaXNhLmdvdi9rLTEyLXNjaG9vbC1zZWN1cml0eS1ndWlkZSJ9.tj5ZSPD1QvMELVypAN5qmXFowaaww_OSz8QpRYR0Bfw
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMTcuNTM1ODgxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jaXNhLmdvdi9rLTEyLXNjaG9vbC1zZWN1cml0eS1ndWlkZSJ9.GhAsYYJrisXgTDfxHH9laeq6qZPbs7j_H9oKlVoqlok
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAyMTcuNTM1ODgxMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jaXNhLmdvdi9rLTEyLXNjaG9vbC1zZWN1cml0eS1ndWlkZSJ9.syyya3WhjuHAlWwFIriCiSnJaenI1B3UxSapnvNSo1Y
https://atmorenews.com/2022/02/16/educators-get-a-lesson-on-mental-health/
https://www.facebook.com/Scottsboro-City-Schools-Mental-Health-105045745354840/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xR8fNaFG3EW3EUPMffG2Kx6iZdHhXX9GnuekwtGvSbJUNFJJMVgzSktOSURMR0ZQRFU0SzdWQU1TSS4u&wdLOR=c0835D424-7DD6-47C5-A98B-F9045F28BC3B
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TGqSJNa7RdSL_qOooQVSLg
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/PS_20211220_PSSMeetsPSPowerSchoolPresentationNov2021_V1.0.pdf
https://www.gizmo4mentalhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/GizmoPawesome.pdf
https://www.sswaa.org/school-social-work-week
https://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org/2022-theme/
https://www.eatright.org/food/resources/national-nutrition-month
https://teens.drugabuse.gov/national-drug-alcohol-facts-week
https://www.shiftwellness.org/about-us/

